Localization of EP24.15, a major liver kininase.
The liver is important for the kallikrein-kinin system modulation. This system plays a role in the inflammatory cascade with anticoagulant, profibrinolytic, and anti-adhesive attributes. The metalloendopeptidase EP24.15 is a major hepatic kininase. We studied the tissue distribution and subcellular localization of this enzyme in rat liver by cell fractionation and immunohistochemistry. Our results showed that EP24.15 is predominant in the soluble fraction of the liver homogenate and is present in the cytoplasm of hepatocytes, particularly in the perivenous zone (Z3). This localization is relevant because most hepatotoxin-induced necrosis, as well as ischemic hepatocellular injury, is predominant in Z3.